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Preface
Respecting, living in harmony with and protecting nature is an inherent requirement for the comprehensive construction of a modern socialist country. In 2022, thoroughly implementing Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Conservation and Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law, and closely focusing on the goal of "striving to make the people feel justice in every judicial case", the people’s courts faithfully performed the duties entrusted by the Constitution and laws. We, by adhering to protecting the ecology and environment according to the strictest system and rule of law, will continue to promote the development of environmental rule of law, and provide strong judicial support for the construction of a modern socialist country in which man and nature live in harmony.

The year 2022 is a key year for the people’s courts to make new headway and breakthroughs in environment and resources adjudication. Courts at all levels based their functions on environment and resources adjudication, thoroughly practiced the concept of "Lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets", tried all kinds of environment and resources cases in accordance with the law, which guaranteed Chinese modernization with the modernization of judicial trials, and guarded the lucid waters and lush mountains. The courts responded to the people’s demand for a richer and higher level of environmental justice with adjudication efforts of higher quality and efficiency, including transferring funds for ecological restoration of the Yangtze River across provinces to implement integrated protection of the entire river basin, promoting green and low-carbon development by supporting the subscription of carbon sink for ecological restoration and innovating the mechanism for measuring and compensating losses of forestry carbon sink, trying the case of the mummified Buddha statue of Zhanggong-zushi which initiated a new way to recover lost overseas cultural relics through domestic civil litigation, and establishing Great Wall judicial protection mechanism for the cultural heritage to continuously strengthen the protection of cultural relics and cultural heritage. To promote the soundness and perfection of the legal system of environment and resources with a more accurate problem orientation approach, the Supreme People’s Court has improved its judicial policy on regional and watershed ecological protection and restoration, as well as on crimes related to the theft of mineral resources, formulated judicial interpretations on forest resources protection, wildlife resources protection and punitive damages for ecological and environmental infringement, issued guiding cases and representative cases to support relevant legislation and guide local courts to fully follow the guiding principles of the National Court Conference on Environment and Resources Adjudication. In addition, the Supreme People’s Court has also advanced the construction of a specialized adjudication system for environment and resources with stronger targeting initiatives, including continuously promoting centralized jurisdiction of cases, deepening judicial transparency, perfecting mechanisms of cross-regional judicial collaboration, coordination and interaction between judicial and administrative law enforcement and diversified dispute resolution, increasing the number of ecological and environmental judicial restoration bases, bettering the quality of professional teams, which all together basically formed the organizational system for environment and resources adjudication with Chinese characteristics. The people’s courts have contributed to the Chinese wisdom of building a clean and beautiful world with better judicial samples by organizing and attending international conferences on environment and resources, and recommending to the United Nations Environment Programme the representative Chinese environmental justice cases and annual reports on environment and resources adjudication.
I. Focused on central tasks and build on the big-picture interests to serve the new journey of ecological conservation construction in the new era

The people’s courts have been always keeping the coherence between environmental justice and construction of ecological conservation, and unswervingly navigating the development of a civilization that firmly follows the path of productive development, affluent living and good ecology. The people’s courts have been actively practicing the people-centered development ideology, making full use of judicial means to effectively safeguard the environmental rights and interests of the people, and responding to people’s concerns through judicial adjudication, so that the people could have a more fulfilling, secure and sustainable sense of fulfillment, happiness and security for better ecology and environment.
(1) Adhered to green development to promote comprehensive green transition of economic and social development 

We have been exploring the right balance between ecological and environmental protection, economic and social development, in order to safeguard people’s livelihoods in environment and resources adjudication, promote green and low-carbon economic and social development, the adjustment and optimization of industrial and energy structures, the upgrading and transformation of traditional industries and the construction of emerging industries of environmental protection and energy conservation, as well as to create a green business environment governed by law.

In safeguarding national resource security, we have imposed punishment in all types of crimes against natural resources in accordance with the law, and promoted the development of institutional mechanisms to effectively punish crimes. For the sake of punishing severe crimes related to the theft of mineral resources, the courts in Chongqing have held criminals accountable in accordance with the law for the criminal act of stealing river sand in the national nature reserve for rare and endemic fish in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River; the courts in coastal areas such as Zhejiang and Guangdong courts have actively taken ratification actions against theft of sea sand, and formulated a special action guideline to combat and ratify sea sand theft action as a safeguarding service; furthermore, the courts in Fujian put forward Four Suggestions on Improving Maritime Administrative Law Enforcement Involving Sea Sand specifically in response to law enforcement. As a result, we have seen good effectiveness of the remediation on crimes involving forest resources, and the number of related cases in some areas continued to drop. The courts in Hainan, who insisted on the organic combination of punishment and education, have greatly reduced the forest resource crime cases involving tropical rainforest national parks.

We have been promoting the standardization of exploitation, utilization, supervision and management on natural resources. To this end, we have participated in the rectification actions against the falsification of third-parties’ environmental protection services, promoted the connection between administrative mediation of natural resource ownership disputes and judicial trials in conjunction with relevant departments, and guided the economical and intensive use of various resources. The courts in Chongqing have reasonably defined the manner and scope of exercising the right to take water for domestic use, so that the right to take water obtained by enterprises through administrative permits and the rights and interests of natural persons to take water based on legal provisions are protected in a balanced manner.

In order to address ecological and environmental issues in enterprise-related cases in a standardized manner, we have incorporated the green development theory into the entire process of case adjudication involving enterprises and established a set of systematic and effective working mechanisms in terms of ecological and environmental restoration and treatment, connection of relevant procedures and judicial supervision. In the bankruptcy reorganization case involving a high-tech fiber company, the courts in Zhejiang paid attention to reviewing whether the enterprise met the requirements of green, low-carbon and sustainable development in terms of technology and industry prospects. The courts encouraged the enterprise to be listed on the inventory of "green development enterprises", and incorporate green responsibility into its path of high-quality development, thus giving the enterprise new momentum for green development. In the ecological and environmental damage case (the ecology and environment department v. a transport company, a logistics company and a petrochemical company et al), the courts in Sichuan, by sorting out the multiple intertwined legal relations and interests, identifying the responsible person and the ways of assuming responsibility, helped to manage complex environmental problems by judicial means, and provided judicial protection for the ecological restoration of polluted areas while fully taking into account the legitimate rights and interests of enterprises.
Adhered to pollution control to help advance the critical battle against pollution 

By implementing precise and scientific pollution rectification in accordance with the requirements of the law, we have advanced the critical battle against pollution on the track of the rule of law, and increased the intensity of adjudication of pollution cases in key regions. We have tried the environmental pollution cases involving heavily polluted weather and urban black and odorous water bodies to powerfully maintain and improve the living environment, so that the "ecological image" of lucid water and lush mountains and the "happiness index" of people’s lives will be improved simultaneously.

In order to strictly prevent and control environmental risks, we have been punishing environmental media pollution, pollution by toxic and hazardous substances, and other material and energy pollution crimes in accordance with the law, by adhering to the standard of "all elements, all links and all chains" to maintain a strict posture in accordance with the law for environmental pollution caused by illegal operation, dumping, emission and disposal of hazardous wastes, in order to produce a strong deterrent effect. For example, the courts in Anhui Province have played a proactive judicial role in adjudicating pollution cases involving solid waste, and summarized their experience on the issue of evidence collection in cases of environmental pollution caused by dumping hazardous waste to guide real practice, helping to improve the quality and efficiency of environment and resources adjudication.

To improve people’s urban and rural living environment, we have been pursuing responsibility for environmental pollution actions involving medical waste, industrial solid waste, domestic waste, electronic waste, construction waste and other prominent ones around the people, and applying prohibitions and injunctions in accordance with the law to stop environmental pollution actions in a timely manner in order to prevent the consequences of damage from worsening or expanding and provide judicial protection and relief for environmental issues related to the production, life and work of the people. The Supreme People’s Court has issued ten representative cases of solid waste pollution to guide courts around the country to accurately apply the law and intensify judicial punishment of solid waste pollution, aiming to provide judicial protection for the people’s growing needs for a beautiful living environment. The courts in Guangdong, in adjudicating a noise nuisance case, applied a pre-trial injunction in order to "return peace to the people", which promoted the effective resolution of neighborhood conflicts and disputes.

To cooperate with the collaborative control of pollutants and highlight the value-oriented role of environmental administrative adjudication, in insisting on reviewing the legality of the administrative penalties imposed by administrative authorities on relevant subjects for such violations as evading supervision of pollutant emissions and randomly depositing hazardous solid waste, we have supervised and supported administrative authorities in performing their duties and responsibilities in combating environmental pollution violations in accordance with the law.

(3) Adhered to the priority of ecology to protect the diversity, stability and sustainability of ecosystems 

In implementing the holistic approach to national security, we have been strengthening the judicial protection of ecosystems in an all-round and territorial manner throughout the entire process, promoting the judicial protection of natural and human remains as a whole, and safeguarding national ecological security, biological security and public health security.

In order to implement the national strategy for biodiversity conservation, the Supreme People’s Court has identified the rules for adjudicating the judicial protection of biological populations and living environments, and comprehensively strengthened the protection of species, genetic and ecosystem diversity. The courts in Guizhou Province have established the Judges’ Workstation for Biodiversity Environmental Protection in Fenggang County Tea Industry to build an integrated prevention and protection mechanism covering the whole chain of "planting, production, processing and sales" of the tea industry. The courts in Yunnan Province have set up legal service points or circuit trial points in the Western Nomascus Concolor Reserve, the Broadleaf Magnolia Fossil Reserve, the Chinese Bucerotidae Valley and the Green Peacock Home in the Shuangbai Dinosaur River Nature Reserve to provide strong judicial protection for endemic species and their habitats.

To implement the Yangtze River Protection Law, the courts in the Yangtze River basin have helped the implementation of a ten-year ban on fishing in the Yangtze River, actively participated in special operations to protect aquatic flora and fauna, severely punished illegal fishing for rare and endemic fish in the Yangtze River and applied punitive damages in accordance with the law, having built a barrier of judicial protection for wildlife resources in the Yangtze River, its major tributary systems and various nature reserves along the coast. The courts in Chongqing punished crimes against the acipenser dabryanus, a precious and endangered wild animal, in accordance with the law, to protect the Yangtze’s unique "living fossil in the water".

In promoting the protection of black land and the comprehensive management of sloping farmland, we punished the acts of soil ecology destruction such as black soil theft and earthworm electrocatching, and strengthened the restoration of the soil environment to ensure the safety of farmland and food security. For example, the courts in Heilongjiang Province have actively participated in the "100-day campaign to crack down on peat and black soil theft", adjudicated a series of cases of peat and black soil theft in accordance with the law and declared public sentences in seven of them to protect the "pandas of farmland". The courts in Guizhou Province and Guangdong Province have carried out actions to "save earthworms" and ordered those responsible for electrocuting wild earthworms or illegally selling earthworm hunting tools to pay compensation for damage to the ecology and environment in the civil action of public interest on "electrocuting earthworms", in order to maintain the balance of the soil ecosystem and contribute to the comprehensive protection of farmland. The courts in Sichuan Province have conducted special trials involving farmland protection cases, established a prior mediation mechanism for the protection of farmland, and promoted the relevant departments to adopt methods to restore grain fields by eliminating harmful substances and dangers in the ecology and environment, so as to embody judicial power in the guardianship of the "heavenly warehouse of grain".

To serve the construction of protected areas centered with national parks, we coordinated on ecological protection and economic development, guided polluting enterprises and other relevant business entities to exit their operations from national parks in an orderly manner, and supervised administrative authorities in accordance with the law to improve relevant policies and compensation mechanisms, which together effectively protected the legitimate rights and interests of relevant business entities while enhanced ecological protection. For instance, the courts in Hainan Province have implemented the strictest protection of Hainan tropical rainforest national parks with professional environment and resources adjudication, and combined with mechanisms such as work functions of judicial trials, management construction of national parks, resource use and exploration, dynamic management of case identification agencies, joint management by multiple actors, and have formulated special documents providing specific measures to serve and protect the construction of Hainan tropical rainforest national parks. For another example, the courts in Sichuan Province specified the requirements and initiatives to serve and safeguard the construction of the Giant Panda National Park and Zoige National Park, carried out special trial activities to clear small hydro-powers in the Giant Panda National Park, which facilitated the construction of national parks with high-quality judicial services.

To promote the integral protection of natural and human remains, we punished crimes against the protection of cultural relics and heritage in accordance with the law, and focused on the integrated protection, effective restoration and systematic management of cultural heritage, natural relics and ecology and environment. In adjudicating the disputes over property rights in the housing of the "bullet holes on the wall of the front village" History Museum, Ruijin Court of Jiangxi Province strengthened the interpretation of law and reasoning to promote the proper resolution of conflicts and disputes, having accumulated useful experience in enriching and improving the rules of judicial adjudication on cultural relics. Moreover, in adjudicating the administrative public interest litigation of the Longshan blockhouse group relics, Zhejiang Cixi Court, in association with the procuratorial authorities, through coordinated efforts with cultural heritage protection administrative departments and the local town government, repaired the damaged blockhouse group to its original appearance. The Anyang Intermediate Court of Henan Province participated in the joint construction of the administrative and judicial coordination mechanism for the protection of Yin Ruins for the protection of historical relics.
(4) Adhered to low-carbon development to serve the steady progress of carbon emission peaking and carbon neutrality

According to the policy on carbon emission peaking and carbon neutrality, we, in support of the regulation of total energy consumption and intensity, participated in the global governance of climate change, and provided strong judicial services to actively and steadily promote carbon emission peaking and carbon neutrality.

To clarify the principles and requirements of judicial services for "dual carbon", based on the new status of development, the Supreme People’s Court has strengthened judicial protection in addressing climate change and achieving the "double carbon" target. To this end, it issued Opinions on the Complete and Accurate Implementation of the New Development Concept and the Provision of Judicial Services to Promote Carbon Emission Peaking and Carbon Neutrality in a Positive and Steady Manner and supporting representative cases, which regulates the promotion of the in-depth adjustment of industrial structure, the construction of a clean, low-carbon, safe and efficient energy system, and the improvement of the carbon market trading mechanism in accordance with the law.

 In order to promote a clean and efficient transformation in energy use, we appropriately adjudicated disputes over the use of coal resources, structure adjustment of power supply and renewable energy development in accordance with the law, helping to form a clean, low-carbon, safe and efficient energy supply system. We also supervised the administrative authorities in accordance with the law in performing their duties on carbon quotas and effectively promoted the implementation of the carbon emission quota system. In the bankruptcy case involving an industrial company, the Shanghai courts used judicial measures to collaboratively promote carbon reduction and pollution reduction at the wharf and the restructuring and upgrading of the enterprise, so as to promote the low-carbon transformation of inland shipping enterprises and the green development of the Yangtze River basin.
Ⅱ. Practiced to promote justice and efficiency to give full play to the function of environment and resources adjudication

The people’s courts took a strict stance on the punishment of crimes against the ecology and environment in accordance with the law. We fully remedied the civil rights and interests of the environment, supervised and supported the administrative organs to perform their duties in accordance with the law, and maintained the environmental public interest by sticking to the principle that the environment has a price and those who cause damage must bear the responsibility and be held accountable for the ecological and environmental damage compensation liability in accordance with the law. In 2022, a total of 273,177 environment and resources cases of first instance were accepted, with 246,104 concluded. Among them, 5,885 environmental public interest litigation cases were accepted and 4,582 cases were concluded, 221 ecological and environmental damage compensation cases were accepted and 153 cases were concluded.

Uphold judicial impartiality and heard various environment and resources cases in accordance with law

Focusing on "justice and efficiency", we performed our duties, conscientiously and diligently, in environment and resources adjudication, and achieved adjudication results with better quality, efficiency and effectiveness, making environment and resources cases a vivid rule-of-law story documenting the construction of a beautiful China.

We adjudicated environmental pollution prevention cases in accordance with the law and stepped up our efforts to punish environmental pollution offences. We accepted 2,252 cases involving environmental pollution offences and 102 cases involving waste smuggling offences. We have tried appropriately environmental pollution disputes and accepted 1,333 cases involving air, water, soil, solid waste, noise, light and radioactive pollution, we supervised administrative authorities in accordance with the law in their investigating and handling of environment and resource violations and urged administrative authorities to perform their duties in accordance with the law. We accepted 3,091 administrative cases involving environmental pollution, and with our judicial efforts, we aim to maintain the protection of environmental media such as the atmosphere, water, soil and sea and their ecosystem service functions, as well as the personal or public health and property safety closely related to them.

We adjudicated ecological protection cases in accordance with the law. We accepted 2,775 cases of crimes involving precious and endangered wildlife and plants, 7,333 cases of illegal hunting and fishing of aquatic products, 183 cases of disputes over responsibility for ecological damage, and 4 administrative cases of new plant varieties (including one case on administrative compensation). We are trying to maintain biodiversity, landscape diversity and the normal functioning of the ecosystem through the judicial power in order to maximize the use of near-natural restoration methods and ecological techniques to repair the damaged environment. The courts in Jiangsu Province have tried the first civil action of public interest case on the illegal release of exotic species in China, reflecting the judicial role in safeguarding national biosecurity.

We also adjudicated cases of resource exploitation in accordance with the law, where we punished crimes against natural resources in accordance with the law, and accepted 12,409 cases involving mineral resources, land resources and forest resources. We tried civil cases involving natural resources such as land, grassland, mineral deposits, forests and sea areas pursuant to the law, accepted 475 cases of disputes over water extraction and mining rights, 67,618 cases of disputes over contracts for electricity, water, gas and heat supply, 9,626 cases of disputes over contracts for agriculture, forestry, fisheries and animal husbandry, and properly adjudicated 47,289 administrative cases involving the exploitation of natural resources under supervision and management (including 1,898 administrative compensation cases), striking a balance between the rational exploitation of resources and the effective protection and restoration of the ecology and environment, and promoting the comprehensive conservation, orderly exploitation and efficient use of natural resources.

In adjudicating climate change cases in accordance with the law, we accepted 217 cases related to carbon emissions trading, carbon sink trading disputes, and energy management, strengthened judicial guidance on trading models and resource element markets, safeguarded legitimate carbon trading between enterprises, and promoted the orderly operation of the carbon emissions market. By identifying the rights and responsibilities of the relevant players in carbon market transactions, we promoted the improvement of market liquidity and the formation of reasonable carbon prices, and enhanced the incentive for enterprises to reduce carbon emissions. We also attached importance to the use of various judicial means to promote the implementation of mitigation and adaptation to address climate change, in promotion of the construction of a national climate change response governance system.

In adjudicating ecological and environmental governance and service cases in accordance with the law, we properly concluded cases involving third-party governance of environmental pollution, environment and resource taxes and fees, utilization right to environmental capacity and green finance, where we determined the responsibilities of the government, polluters and environmental service institutions in accordance with the law, properly identified the responsible person for pollution, the basis of responsibility, the size of responsibility and scope of responsibility, and promoted the market-based mechanisms for environmental protection services as well as the healthy and orderly development of the environmental protection industry.

Protected public interest and implemented the legal system of public interest litigation

In conjunction with the characteristics of ecology and environmental protection, we gave full play to the functions of the environmental public interest litigation system, to strictly guard the red line of ecological protection and the bottom line of resource utilization, safeguard national ecological security, social public interests and the environmental rights and interests of the people, and promote the formation of the "Chinese governance" of ecological and environmental public interest protection.

We fulfilled the function of public interest action to the maximum extent and expended it in accordance with the law to promote the establishment of a comprehensive public interest litigation protection system covering various ecological and environmental elements such as the atmosphere, water, soil, sea, forests, endangered animals and plants, cultural relics, nature reserves and villages. We adjudicated cases of public interest civil action, incidental civil public interest action to the administrative action and criminal action on environment brought by procuratorial organs in accordance with the law, in order to promote full accountability and strict enforcement. We also adjudicated civil public interest action on the environment brought by social organizations in accordance with the law, in order to guide social forces to participate in ecology and environment protection in a standardized and regulated manner. In adjudicating cases of compensation for ecological and environmental damage brought by provincial and municipal governments in accordance with the law, we improved the convergence of consultation and litigation. Our goal is "adjudication of one case, restoration of a large stretch of lucid water and lush mountain".

By insisting on judicial trials as a traction force and strictly applying ecology and environmental protection laws, regulations and rules, with comprehensive use of litigation guidelines, non-litigation enforcement and judicial advice, etc., to supervise administrative enforcement, we strengthened judicial trials on one hand and promoted lawful administration and the effective convergence between criminal prosecution, administrative punishment and civil compensation on another hand, for purpose of a precise judicial protection network for environment and resources, and full accountability to acts that damage the ecology and environment and resources. In the case of illegal sand mining in the Yangtze River, the courts of Jiangsu Province implemented a criminal justice policy that combined leniency with severity based on the principle of damage liability and comprehensive compensation. In finding the respondents criminally liable for illegal mining crimes, the court also ordered them to jointly and severally compensate for ecological damage to the Yangtze River in accordance with their respective role in the crime, and applied punitive damages in accordance with the law, which shows the theory of protecting the ecology and environment with the strictest system and the strictest rule of law.

(3) Improved quality and efficiency to explore ways to adapt trials to new demands

By closely following the new requirements of the new era for environment and resources adjudication, in the face with the new challenges in trial practice, we have been constantly developing new ideas to solve new problems, and providing high-quality judicial services for environment and resources to adapt to the judicial needs of the new era and new journey.

To guide the technological transformation of enterprises involved in litigation, we proactively applied the green principles, and in combination with modern corporate governance concepts, directed the enterprises to improve their technological processes and actively fulfill their ecological restoration obligations in the course of environment and resources trials. We also guided enterprises to operate in good faith and in compliance with the law, and optimize the green business environment with the use of the third-party compliance monitoring mechanism. The Zhejiang Shangyu Court has taken the lead in promoting the implementation of technological improvement initiatives by enterprises in litigation, and has established a pre-sentencing social effect assessment mechanism for major cases. By closely following the needs of enterprises, guiding them to close management loopholes and update their business philosophy, and driving the business philosophy and technological innovation of industries, the court helped achieve "multiple wins" between the rights and interests of enterprises and litigating parties, as well as environmental, social and economic benefits.

We also leveraged expert assessors to solve professional problems in the judication. In response to the investigation of special facts and review of identification opinions related to ecological and environmental damage, restoration plan and assessment of the effect and other issues which require the use of technical expertise in environmental science and other areas, we explored the use of "external brains" to assist the trial. For example, local courts have explored the establishment of a pool of consulting experts and professional assessors for environment and resources adjudication, formulated management measures for expert pool, continuously improved the dynamic management mechanism for environment and resources experts and judicial appraisal institutions, expanded the scope of application of expert opinions in environment and resources adjudication, and established such mechanisms as participation of people’s assessors with professional knowledge in environment and resources adjudication, enquiry of technical facts and scientific evidence, and pre-court expert meetings in significant, complex and difficult cases. In order to further unleash the intellectual support of expert think tanks for environment and resources trials, and alleviate to the problems such as appraisal difficulties and high appraisal costs, based on the explorations and practices of local courts, the Supreme People’s Court, by relying on the people’s assessor system, has conducted survey on the selection of people’s assessors with expertise to participate in environment and resources cases, mainly talking into the qualifications of people’s assessors with expertise, the identification and classification of candidates, the types of cases in which they should participate in the collegial panel, their scope of work and corresponding rights and other factors into consideration, which has laid a foundation for the issuance of corresponding judicial interpretations, helped the formulation and standardization of a positive incentive mechanism for professionals to participate in cases. 
(4) Used new judicial enforcement measures of environment and resources cases
Following the practices of restorative justice and the laws of nature, in addition to continuing to explore innovative ways of enforcing environment and resources adjudication, such as replanting and restoring greenery, fish stocking, labor compensation, and technical improvement deduction, we also created new initiatives such as carbon sink subscription to provide a full range of restoration options for different types of natural environments and ecosystems.

We clarified the conditions for carbon sink subscription in environmental civil action of public interests to guide the responsible parties to purchase carbon sink emission reduction for "carbon sequestration and sink increase" and "energy saving and carbon reduction" to carry out alternative restoration. For example, the courts of Fujian Province have explored mechanisms such as measurement standards of forestry carbon sink loss, blue carbon judicial protection and ecological governance, and marine carbon sink compensation, in order to encourage the enterprises to implement energy saving and emission reduction. The courts of Zhejiang Province have introduced "carbon sink" measurement into ecological damage assessment and explored the scientific and standardized use and management of judicial carbon sink restoration funds. The courts Sichuan Province have guided the infringer to purchase certified forestry carbon sinks in accordance with the quantified value of ecosystem damage, and supervised the infringer inwriting off the purchased certified forestry carbon sinks in the carbon market as an alternative for repairing the damaged ecology and environment.
III. Enriched the rules of legal application to promote a sound and complete legal system for environment and resources

The Supreme People’s Court has systematically summarized trial experience and work performance, analyzed the situation and tasks in depth, guided local courts to properly try various environment and resource cases, which further promoted the systematization of the rules of legal application and the increasing perfection of adjudication rules.
(1) Formulated judicial interpretations to unify the application of law

We have issued the Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on the Application of Punitive Damages in the Adjudication of Ecology and Environment Tort Cases, to ensure that the punitive system of the Civil Code for ecological and environmental matters is implemented in trial practices in detail and effectively. We issued the Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on Several Issues Concerning the Application of Law in the Adjudication of Civil Disputes over Forest Resources to implement the green principles of the Civil Code, to specify the rules for the protection and sustainable use of forest resources, and promote the scientific protection, restoration and rational use of forest resources. We also issued the Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate on Several Issues Concerning the Application of Laws in Adjudicating Criminal Cases of Destroying Wildlife Resources jointly with the Supreme People’s Procuratorate, to punish crimes against wildlife resources, protect the ecology and environment and maintain biodiversity and ecological balance in accordance with the law. We also issued the Provisions of the Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate on Several Issues Concerning Adjudicating Public Interest Litigation Cases of Marine Natural Resources and, Ecology and Environment jointly with the Supreme People’s Procuratorate, to safeguard marine safety, protect marine resources, and promote the rule of law in the ocean.
(2) Strengthened policy guidance to determine targets and requirements

We convened the National Forum on Environment and Resources Adjudication & the First Environment and Resources Criminal Adjudication Work Symposium to guide courts at all levels to accurately grasp the trial principles, concepts, target and requirements in the new era and new journey, to comprehensively promote the work of environment and resources adjudication. At the Forum, we put forward specific requirements on environment and resources criminal adjudication work for the first time, and formulated the Minutes of the First National Court Environment and Resources Criminal Adjudication Symposium to promote the high-quality development of environment and resources criminal adjudication. We have issued the Opinions of the Supreme People's Court on Giving Full Play to the Function of Environment and Resources Adjudication and Punishing the Crime of Illegally Mining Mineral Resources to specify the principles for punishing crimes of mineral resource theft, and refined the rules on the application of law in the trial of criminal cases of illegal mining and incidental civil action of public interest cases to guide the improvement of relevant institutional mechanisms. We have jointly issued the Provisions on the Compensation for Ecological and Environmental Damage with the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and 13 other national ministries and departments, which provides the scope of compensation for damage to the ecology and environment, the division of labor and cooperation among relevant departments, work procedures and their coordination, serving as a strong institutional safeguard to deepen the work of compensation for damage to the ecology and environment.
(3) Enhanced guidance for similar cases to demonstrate discretionary standards

By fully utilizing the supplementing role of guiding cases and the guiding role of representative cases, we issued 10 guiding cases on environmental public interest litigation and 5 batches, totally 60 representative cases on the theft of mineral resources. Through the time-saving and quick issuance of cases which provides timely, specific and operational judicial guidance, we have implemented the concept of environmental justice and promoted the consistency of adjudication. We timely identified and focused on new-type, difficult and complex environment and resources cases with unified legal application guidance or significant legal application differences, in order to direct local courts to establish and improve the mechanism for cultivating representative cases on environment and resources.
(4) Provided legislative advice to help improve the rules

We have been actively participating in the ecology and environment and resource protection legislation by studying and commenting on the formulation of Laws and Regulations On The Ecological Protection Of The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (draft), the Protection Of Cultural Relics (Revised Draft), The Protection Of Black Soil (draft), the Implementation Of The Forestry Law (revised draft), and Regulations on Protection Of Old And Valuable Trees in order to promote the construction of a practical and effective, strict and precise legal system for environment and resources.

IV. Continued to deepen reform and innovation, and promoted the professional development of environment and resources adjudication
The people's courts are dedicated to sustainably promoting the reform and innovation of environmental justice institutional mechanism, advancing the substantive functionalization of judiciary, the specialization of case adjudications, and the collaboratization of centralized jurisdiction, aiming to build and improve the specialized environment and resources adjudication system with Chinese characteristics.
(1) Highlighted professionalization and improved the adjudication organization system
By the end of December 2022, the people's courts had established 2,426 specialized judiciary or organizations for environment and resources in light of the actual needs of ecology and environment protection, which makes the specialized judicial organizational framework composed of four-hierarchy courts having basically taken shape in China. Following the establishment of environment and resources courts in Nanjing, Lanzhou, Kunming and Zhengzhou, the Supreme People's Court further approved the establishment of environment and resources courts in Changchun and Urumqi. According to the protection needs of special ecological areas, the courts established in different cities are mandated to solidly promote the construction of specialized judiciary for environment and resources across administrative jurisdictions divided by river basins and other ecosystems or ecological functional areas. Furthermore, the Supreme People's Court and 28 high people's courts implement the "three-in-one" centralized jurisdiction of environment and resources adjudication functions in criminal, civil and administrative cases. Courts in Yunnan, Jiangxi, Zhejiang, Sichuan and other provinces continue to explore the "four-in-one" centralized mechanism covering enforcement, integration of the punishment and education functions of criminal adjudication, relief and restitution functions of civil adjudication, and supervision and prevention functions of administrative adjudication, adopting the awareness of ecology and environment protection into all areas and through the entire process of adjudication and enforcement.
(2) Conducted diversified exploration and promoted the reform of centralized jurisdiction
In order to deeply explore the diversified centralized jurisdiction across administrative divisions mode, local courts have solved the "host-guest" issue in environmental protection, having played a positive role in promoting the governance of the ecology and environment system. For example, the Court of Jilin Province selected ten primary courts to exercise cross-regional jurisdiction over environment and resources cases, identified the scope of case acceptance, and promoted the formation and operation of the "1+10" centralized jurisdiction model in environment and resources cases. For another example, the Environment and Resources Division in Xiong 'an Intermediate People's Court was established in Hebei Province to implement cross-regional centralized jurisdiction over environment and resources cases in 43 counties (cities, districts) involving Baiyangdian River Basin. The coordination between courts exercising centralized jurisdiction and courts not exercising centralized jurisdiction has been improved in an all-round way, effectively promoting the systematic and comprehensive protection of the environment and resources. 
(3) Implemented case-by-case principle to explore the restoration mechanism with Chinese characteristics

The following judicial restoration bases were newly established: the judicial ecological restoration bases for two major river basins, that are the Judicial Ecological Restoration Bases for Biodiversity Protection in the Upper Reaches of the Yangtze River, and Comprehensive Restoration Base for Wetland Ecology and Environment in the Yellow River Estuary of Shandong Province, the judicial protection (restoration) bases for national parks such as Tiger and Leopard National Park in Northeast China and Huliuhe National Wetland Park in Hebei Province, the carbon-related judicial protection bases such as Shaanxi Ecological Judicial Forestry "Carbon Sink" Education Practice Base, Guizhou Environmental Judicial Forest Carbon Sink Observation Base and "Peak Carbon Emissions and Carbon Neutrality" Judicial Base and the judicial protection bases of cultural heritage such as Yin Ruins and the Great Wall, which all together has effectively promoted the benign sustainability and development of the ecosystem by integrating "circuit adjudication + judicial publicity + ecological restoration + comprehensive governance +practical education", and assembling the functions of ecology and environment restoration, ecological legal education, ecological awareness publicity and ecological culture promotion.
(4) Rooted in reality while strengthened the cultivation of talents theoretically

Experts and scholars were invited to give lectures and solve doubts through environment and resources adjudication training courses and judges' forums, as well as invited to discuss and exchange in regular or irregular environment and resources judicial forums and seminars, for the purpose of providing cutting-edge theoretical guidance for environment and resources adjudication. We have always attached importance to training expert judges who are proficient in the professional areas of environmental law and familiar with relevant economic, social and environmental science knowledge, so as to reserve talents for building a high-quality environment and resources adjudication team and continuously improve the adjudication performance. We are committed to constantly intensifying the endogenous motivation of our environment and resources adjudication team by actively popularizing advanced experience and exerting the power of role models. We have realized the mutual promotion of theoretical research and adjudication practice, invested more efforts in the research on major and cutting-edge basic theories such as the green principle under the Civil Code, the protection of new types of ecological resources rights and interests, and secured financing to guide judicial practices, so as to provide decision-making reference for the promulgation or revision of relevant judicial interpretations. The Supreme People's Court, by making full use of the environment and resources judicial research center, theory and practice base, held a regular meeting of the Supreme People's Court Environment and Resources Judicial Research Center and Academic Committee, which was a joint meeting of environment and resources judicial theory research base and practice base, and published books such as Environment and Resources Adjudication and Administrative Enforcement, Understanding and Application of Judicial Interpretation of Ecology and Environment Damage Compensation, etc., to guide the practical work of environment and resources adjudication. In addition, Shanghai Chongming Primary People’s Court organized the 6th Chongming World-wide Eco-Island Judicial Seminar, which brought together experts from home and abroad to improve the judicial protection pattern of eco-islands.
V. Focused on modern environmental governance and enhanced capabilities of coordination, cooperation and service assurance
The people's courts have expanded their judicial functions in accordance with the law, participated in the comprehensive governance of the ecology and environment, and strengthened cooperation with discipline inspection and supervision departments, procuratorial departments, public security departments and administrative authorities, for ease of promoting the construction of professional consultation and information exchange channels, and the establishment and improvement of a long-term work convergence mechanism.
(1) Gathered judicial efforts and strengthened cooperation in cross-regional judiciary

We have proactively incorporated environment and resources adjudications into the coordinated development strategies on the Yangtze River, the Yellow River and other nation-wide and regional coordinated development strategies, increasing the application and construction of smart courts. A national network of judicial protection of environment and resources "connecting from top to bottom and coordinating horizontally" was formed, which is conducive to our constantly deepened judicial cooperation.
Furthermore, we have boosted the high-quality development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt and will continue to implement the Law on the Protection of the Yangtze River, adhere to ecological priority, green development and making joint efforts for environment protection and refraining from large-scale development prohibition, and further explore cross-regional judicial protection of the main stream and tributaries of the Yangtze River. What is worth mentioning is that the Supreme People's Court, together with the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and other 16 government agencies, co-signed the Action Plan for Deepening the Protection and Restoration of the Yangtze River to constantly promote a series of water ecological protection and restoration projects in the Yangtze River. Moreover, the Hubei High People's Court, the Yangtze River Maritime Law Society and Wuhan University jointly held the first judicial forum on the great protection of the Yangtze River, and issued the Wuhan Consensus on the Judicial Protection of the Yangtze River to boost the overall judicial protection of the Yangtze River Basin. Courts in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River, such as Chongqing, Guizhou and Yunnan, have jointly established cross-regional judicial cooperation and protection mechanisms for environment and resources adjudications in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River, such as Chishui River, Jialing River and Wujiang River, under which three-hierarchy courts have carried out inter-provincial judicial cooperation in the river basin to reproduce and release rare fish in their reserves in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River. In addition, the Sichuan Court has implemented the "6+N button court" pairing mechanism across administrative regions along the Tuojiang River,
 to enrich the restoration of river ecology and environment. Jiangxi, Hunan and other courts in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River have jointly deepened the regional cooperation mechanism of ecology and environment protection in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River and the cooperation mechanism of adjudication work in urban agglomerations in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River. Besides, Shanghai, Anhui, Zhejiang and other Yangtze River Delta courts have jointly promoted the integrated protection of the ecology and environment in the Yangtze River Delta. The Shanghai Court and Zhejiang Court have jointly implemented the joint meeting mechanism of cross-regional professional judges to deepen the cooperation of environmental adjudications in the Yangtze River Delta region; also, courts of Jiangsu Province invested funds for ecology and environment restoration to the courts where ecology and environment damage occurred, in the reinforcement of restoration and protection of the whole Yangtze River basin system.
We served for the protection of the ecology and environment in the Yellow River Basin and have implemented the Yellow River Protection Law to promote the ecological protection and high-quality development of the Yellow River Basin. Specifically, the Supreme People's Court, together with the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and other 11 government agencies, co-signed the Action Plan for the Tough Battle of Ecological Protection and Governance of the Yellow River, which, with a focus on conquering the shortcomings and weaknesses of the current ecological protection and governance of the Yellow River, proposed action tasks in ecological protection and governance of rivers and lakes, coordination and cooperation in both pollution reduction and carbon reduction, urban and rural environmental governance, and ecological protection and restoration, so as to promote the maintenance of ecological safety of Yellow River and improvement of ecology and environment quality. In addition, courts in nine provinces and districts along the Yellow River have strengthened judicial cooperation, and courts in neighboring provinces and regions in the middle and upper reaches of the Yellow River, such as Gansu, Ningxia and Inner Mongolia, have jointly established an adjudication cooperation mechanism for environment and resources in the middle and upper reaches of the Yellow River, according to which, the courts implemented case report, case discussion and cross-regional cooperation, and held regular judicial cooperation forums and joint meetings to accelerate the formation of a comprehensive environmental governance system; the Court of Shaanxi Province has been making active efforts to promote the cooperation of judicial protection in the middle reaches of the Yellow River. In particular, for the purpose of serving as an "Ecological Guardian in Qinling Mountains", courts in Shaanxi Province have considered the results of the ecology and environment restoration and governance as important sentencing circumstances, as well as considered the restoration of the ecology and environment as an important way of showing responsibility in public interest litigation; the Court of Henan Province has promoted the adjudication cooperation mechanism of environment and resources in the Golden Triangle of Shanxi, Shaanxi, Henan and the Yellow River in an orderly manner, for their good joint performance in the source management, contradiction resolution and ecological restoration of environment and resources cases.

(2) Enhanced communication and cooperation, and promoted the convergence of administrative law enforcement and judicial adjudication

We have established a sound normalized communication mechanism with procuratorial departments, public security departments and administrative authorities, and improved mechanisms such as information sharing, case cooperation, legal education cooperation, and joint meetings, so as to form a combination of point, line and surface to achieve more specific and in-depth sound interaction and complementary advantages.
With intertwined lines of cooperation and coordination and in conjunction with relevant departments, we have built an integrated platform for ecology and environment protection, so as to form a network for ecology and environment administrative law enforcement and judicial adjudication and fulfill the effect of cooperation and coordination in jointly protecting the ecology and environment. We have established judge workstations and liaison offices in the ecology and environment departments, the judicial protection cooperation platform of the Three Gorges Ecological Corridor, and a national nature reserve reception and rescue center. Furthermore, we have explored the close combination of the "forest (field, river and lake) head system" and "judges come to your community", and established a "joint monitoring system" composed of the head of forest (field, river and lake) + administrative division director + police commander + procurator+ court president to jointly promote the environmental governance system, and with criminal trial, administrative law enforcement and civil compensation being organically connected, it can fully demonstrate the joint efforts in ecological environmental protection.
As cooperation and coordination become broader and deeper, we have cooperated with relevant departments in an all-round way, further expanded the dimension and scope of cooperation, and deepened cooperation on key and difficult issues. The cooperation and coordination have been expanded from case transfer, information sharing and other coherence of ecology and environment protection administrative law enforcement and criminal justice areas, to rectification and governance on fraud of third-party environmental protection service institutions, duel promotion of ecology and environment and resources and cultural heritage protection, investigation in ecology and environment damage compensation cases, ecology and environment damage compensation consultation and restoration evaluation management and other areas. Inter-department exchanges and cooperation went deep into specific issues, such as the scope of new types of cases, litigation procedures, application of laws, etc. With a consensus on the protection of black soil, prevention and control of alien species, the courts were more involved in the construction of environmental governance mechanisms, effectively operate the eco-environmental protection system of cooperation, co-governance, co-construction and sharing. 
(3) Promoted publicity of the rule of law, and deepened judicial transparency
We have fully implemented the principle of public participation by expanding the scope of public participation, improving public access to participation, and welcoming supervision from all parties. In combination of judicial openness with environmental legal publicity, and legal education with science education, we strive to bring awareness of environmental protection deep in people’s hearts.
We have conducted normal environment and resources publicity on the rule of law. By making full use of traditional media and online new media to carry out "online+offline" daily publicity on the rule of law, we continued to build a law-promotion brand at special time windows such as World Environment Day, so as to promote the whole society to form a good culture for protecting the ecology and environment and rationally utilizing resources according to law. By selecting People's Assessor with specialized knowledge to participate in the adjudication of environment and resources cases, inviting Committee representatives to inspect and the public to the Public Gallery, we have guaranteed people's right to know and participate in environmental justice according to law, and accepted supervision from Committee representatives and society. More specifically, Hebei Xingtai Intermediate People's Court by opening a "small network theater", Hainan High People's Court by releasing micro-videos, Jiangxi Shangrao Intermediate People's Court by establishing a Jiangxi environment and resources adjudication (Sanqingshan) exhibition hall, and Jiangsu Court by leading the construction and operation of a biodiversity protection exhibition hall, have promoted the effect of people's courts on environment and resources justice and vividly popularized the legal knowledge of ecology and environment protection.
The judicial disclosure of the environment and resources has penetrated the community. By carrying forward the "Fengqiao Experience" in the new era and relying on the "convenient courts on cars", "cloud sharing courts" and "convenient courts on boats", we have combined Internet adjudication with circuit adjudication, so that our adjudication activities can approach enterprises, schools, communities and villages, etc. With the support of on-site adjudication, lectures by judges, distribution of publicity materials, on-site legal consultation, etc., we have interpreted the law by cases in an easy-to-understand language through comics, rule of law stories, short videos, short movies and other popular ways, to make sure that the audience can well understand the story of environmental protection according to rule of law, enhance the credibility of environment and resources adjudication, realize the social effect of "education on a crowd of people by adjudicating one case". The Primary People's Court of Qingtian County of Zhejiang Province created the brand of "ecological justice in the whole region", under which, the court has "moved" its division to the doorstep of common people, brought ecological justice services to the common people, and promoted the settlement of local disputes.
(4) Smoothed co-governance channels to maximum the effectiveness of alternative dispute resolution
By maximizing the roles of administrative mediation, people's mediation, arbitration and other alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, and stressing the settlement of contradictions at the primary and local levels, we have been actively promoting the whole society to participate in environmental governance.
We have always insisted on promoting the governance of the source of the environment and resources actions. We strengthened the convergence and coordination between litigation and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms to promote the local resolution of environmental and resource conflicts and disputes. For example, the Fangshan Primary People’s Court in Beijing, with the help of the villagers committee, has properly solved a group noise pollution liability dispute involving 126 villagers without initiating legal proceedings. Courts in Guangxi established an administrative dispute mediation workstation for ecology and environment and resources, so as to better solve administrative disputes over environmental resources substantially.
We have also innovated community correction of environment and resources crimes. As an exploration, we have included offenders subject to community rectification sentenced to public surveillance, probation, parole and out-of-prison enforcement for environment and resource crimes into the scope of environmental protection public welfare activities, such as constructing ecology and environment protection bases, replanting and greening, reproduction and release, patrolling mountains to protect birds, and patrolling rivers to prevent pollution, and organized these offenders to engage in ecology and environment protection public welfare activities, thus injecting new sources into ecology and environment protection. For instance, courts in Chongqing established a public interest promotion mechanism combining community correction with the judicial restoration of ecology and environment, regularly guided community correction personnel to participate in environmental public welfare activities, and promoted the establishment of work files of community correction for environmental public welfare activities. In this way, the courts realized ecology and environment restoration on one hand, and cultivated a sense of social responsibility and environmental awareness of community correction personnel on the other.
We have expanded the comprehensive effect of judicial advice. Local courts have actively participated in the social governance of ecology. They sent judicial advice as soon as they found questionable issues in the adjudication, with specific measures or programs, which were positively responded by relevant competent departments. This helped eliminate the shortcomings in administrative law enforcement, and harmonize the legal application standards of administrative law enforcement and administrative adjudication. For example, Jiangsu High People’s Court issued judicial advice in response to non-compliant acts found in ecology and environment administrative punishment cases, such as non-compliant administrative hearing, review and decision procedures. The relevant administrative department replied and rectified in time. For another example, in view of the issues found in the adjudication of the case, such as supervision and law enforcement, administrative law enforcement-criminal punishment coherence and follow-up supervision, the Zhejiang High People’s Court provided judicial advice to the administrative department, stressing enhancing the supervision and follow-up and monitor of the environmental compliance rectification of polluters, which received a positive response from the administrative department.

VI. Deepened international exchanges and cooperation and contributed to the Chinese wisdom of building a clean and beautiful world
The Supreme People's Court has been insisting on the coordinated promotion of the domestic rule of law and foreign-related rule of law in the environment area. Having said that, it has been actively making efforts in establishing a diversified sharing platform for international environmental judicial cases and judicial experience, so as to tell the story of China’s environment justice.
(1) Shared good precedents and experience of environmental justice in China
We have strengthened the sharing of environmental justice case resources and demonstrated the beneficial exploration and experience of environmental justice in China by using cases, a language that all countries in the world can understand. To name a few, we have recommended the third batch of 10 representative environmental justice cases in China to the United Nations Environment Programme, covering cases of light pollution, air pollution, forest ecological protection, and interference with environmental quality monitoring and sampling; we have completed the inventory of the 2020 and 2021 annual reports of environment and resources adjudications in China, and the publication and brochure production of the first and second series of the Influential Environment and Resources Cases in China and the Case Report of World Judicial Conference on Environment; in combination with the second phase of the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity, we have published the reports of Judicial Protection of Biodiversity in China and 15 supporting representative cases, among which, the Green Peacock Protection Case was listed as a representative case to promote the sustainable development goals of the United Nations. Presenting the evolving achievements of the environmental rule of law in China through specific cases will provide a useful reference for the judicial organs of other countries, and jointly promote the global environmental rule of law.
(2) Strengthened exchanges and mutual learning, and provided China’s solution to environmental justice 
We have been actively hosting and participating in relevant international conferences. In accordance with the consensus reached at the Kunming Declaration of the World Judicial Conference on Environment, we will continue to deepen environmental judicial exchanges and mutual learning. In cooperation with international organizations, we co-hosted the International Seminar on Judicial Response to Climate Change and the China-German Judicial Seminar on Climate Change Response, and the former was listed as one of the "Top Ten Representative Cases of International Communication of Rule of Law in China" in 2022; In addition, we attended the online United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, the online celebration of the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the Stockholm Declaration of 1972; and the online international symposium on Judges and the Environment; we also attended the symposium on "Environmental Crime: EU's Answer" organized by the EU delegation to China and the French Embassy in China; and we also appointed judges to attend the Second ASEAN Environmental Law Conference. We have broader and deeper international exchanges through exchanging and sharing experiences and practices with judges of various countries, officials of international organizations and well-known experts from all over the world, both offline and online.

Prospect

In 2022, with the joint efforts of the courts nationwide, remarkable results were achieved in the adjudication of environment and resources. On a new journey in the new era, the people's courts will uphold fundamental principles and breaking new ground, enhance systematic awareness, employ the question-oriented approach, vigorously investigate and study, and build a judicial barrier for the protection of ecology and environment and resources with the strictest system of rule of law. We will adhere to the principles of proactive justice , focus on the balance of justice and efficiency, to solve the salient problems that people are most concerned about in the ecology, environment and resource protection area, effectively guarantee the high-quality development of the social economy with high-quality judicial services, and make new contributions to the construction of Chinese modernization in which man and nature coexist in harmony.
Appendix
Appendix I: Judicial Interpretations and Normative Documents Related to Environment and Resources Adjudication in China (2022)

(1) List of judicial interpretations on environment and resources

	No.
	Name of Judicial Interpretation
	Document Number
	Date Issued
	Effective Date
	Notes

	1
	Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on the Application of Punitive Damages in the Adjudication of Ecology and Environment Tort Cases
	Judicial Interpretation [2022] No.1
	January 12th, 2022
	January 20th, 2022
	

	2
	Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate on Several Issues Concerning the Application of Laws in Adjudicating Criminal Cases of Destroying Wildlife Resources
	Judicial Interpretation [2022] No.12
	April 6th, 2022
	April 9th, 2022
	The old Law Interpretation (No.37 [2000]) was repealed

	3
	Provisions of the Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate on Several Issues Concerning Adjudicating Public Interest Litigation Cases of Marine Natural Resources, Ecology and Environment
	Judicial Interpretation [2022] No.15
	May 10th, 2022
	May 15th, 2022
	

	4
	Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on Several Issues Concerning the Application of Law in the Adjudication of Civil Disputes over Forest Resources
	Judicial Interpretation [2022] No.16
	June 13th, 2022
	June 15th, 2022
	


(2) List of judicial policies on environment and resources

	No.
	Name of judicial policy document
	Document number
	Time of Release
	Time of Implementation
	Notes

	1
	Provisions on the Compensation for Ecological and Environmental Damage
	No.31 [2022] of the Ministry of Ecology and Environment
	April 26th, 2022
	April 26th, 2022
	The Supreme People's Court and the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and other 13 units jointly issued.

	2
	Opinions of the Supreme People's Court on Giving Full Play to the Function of Environment and Resources Adjudication and Punishing the Crime of Illegally Mining Mineral Resources
	The Supreme People's Court [2022] No.19
	July 1st, 2022
	July 1st, 2022
	


Appendix II: Important Press Conferences and Meetings on Environment and Resources Adjudication in China (2022)
Press conference on the Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on the Application of Punitive Damages in the Adjudication of Ecology and Environment Tort Cases, January 13th, 2022
Press conference on the Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on Several Issues Concerning the Application of Law in the Adjudication of Civil Disputes over Forest Resources and supporting representative cases, June 14th, 2022
International Judicial Seminar on Climate Change Response jointly held by the Supreme People's Court, the Asian Development Bank and ClientEarth, July 6, 2022
The National Forum on Environment and Resources Adjudication & the First Environment and Resources Criminal Adjudication Work Symposium held by the Supreme People's Court, November 23, 2022
Appendix III: Catalogue of Guiding Cases and Representative Cases on Environment and Resources Published by the Supreme People's Court (2022)
(1) Catalogue of Guiding Cases on Environmental Public Interest Litigation
1. Incidental civil public interest action to the criminal action on environmental pollution against Wuhan * Jianghai Trading Co., Ltd and 12 individuals including Xiang *.
2. Incidental civil public interest action to the criminal action on environmental pollution against Zuo *and Xu *

3. The Fifth Branch of Chongqing Municipal People's Procuratorate v. A Chongqing Electric Power Equipment Manufacturing Co., Ltd. et al. (Civil action of public interest on environmental pollution)

4. The Third Branch of Shanghai People's Procuratorate v. Langxi * Solid Waste Disposal Co., Ltd, Ningbo * Trading Co., Ltd, Huang * Ting and Xue * (Civil action of public interest on environmental pollution)

5. The Fourth Branch of Beijing Municipal People's Procuratorate v. Zhu * Liang and Zhu * Tao (Civil action of public interest on environmental pollution) 

6. The People's Procuratorate of Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province v. Wang * Lin (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

7. The People's Procuratorate of Shangrao City, Jiangxi Province v. Zhang * Ming, Zhang * and Mao * Ming (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

8. The People's Procuratorate of Suichang County, Zhejiang Province v. Ye * Cheng (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

9. Jiujiang Municipal People's Government v. Jiangxi * Environmental Protection Technology Co., Ltd., Hangzhou * Building Materials Co., Ltd., and Li * et al. (Action on compensation for ecological environment damage)

10. The People's Procuratorate of Wanshan District, Tongren City v. * Forestry Bureau of Tongren City for omission to perform the duties of forestry administration (Administrative action of public interest)

(2) Catalogue of Representative Cases on Environment and Resources
(A) Representative cases on environmental pollution by solid waste (released on March 1, 2022)
1. Action on environmental pollution caused by illegal disposal of medical wastes against Chongqing * Medical Infusion Bottle Recycling Co., Ltd, Guan * Gang, Chen * Lin and Li * Fang et al.
2. Action on environmental pollution caused by illegal dumping of toxic industrial solid hazardous waste against Situ * Xu, Situ * Xie, Chen * Feng and Li * Xian et al.
3. Action on environmental pollution caused by illegal disposal of expired drugs against Shanxi * Biochemical Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd and Tian * Po et al.
4. Action on environmental pollution caused by illegal burying of waste acid, waste oil and other environmental pollutants against * Villagers Committee in Houbai Town, Jurong City and Yuan * Zheng et al.
5. Action on environmental pollution caused by illegal dumping of waste materials against Zhang * Wei, Zhang * Meng, Jiang * and Kang * Hui et al.
6. Action on environmental pollution caused by the burning of electronic waste against Chen * Qin et al.
7. Action on environmental pollution caused by illegal storage and dumping of domestic garbage against Zhu *

8. The Third Branch of the People's Procuratorate of Shanghai Municipality v. * disposal company, * Trading Co., Ltd in Ningbo High-tech Zone, Huang * Ting and Xue * (Civil action of public interest on environmental pollution caused by smuggling of "foreign garbage")

9. The Green Environmental Protection Association of Lishui City v. * Waste Oil Recycling and Processing Factory in Qingtian County and Hu * Quan et al. (Civil action of public interest on environmental pollution caused by illegal dumping of waste residue)

10. Xi'an Railway Transportation Procuratorate v. * Management Committee in Xixian New Area of Shaanxi Province for the omission in performing environmental supervision duties (Administrative action of public interest)

(B) Representative cases of environment and resources adjudications in 2021 (released on June 5, 2022)
1. Action on environmental pollution against 28 individuals including Zhou * Rong
2. Action on illegal fishing of aquatic products against Li * Jian, Li * Zhi and Zhang * Bo
3. Action on environmental pollution against Taiyuan * Sanitation Engineering Equipment Co., Ltd, et al.
4. Action on environmental pollution against 14 individuals including Chen * Ping

5. The People's Procuratorate of Jinxi County, Jiangxi Province v. Xu * Wen and Fang * Ping (Incidental civil public interest action to the criminal action on the protection of cultural relics)

6. Bankruptcy liquidation to the reorganization of Zhejiang * Science and Technology Co., Ltd

7. Friends of Nature Environmental Research Institute of Chaoyang District, Beijing v. Shandong * Automobile Manufacturing Co., Ltd (Civil action of public interest on air pollution)

8. The People's Procuratorate of Zunyi City, Guizhou Province v. Guizhou * Expressway Development Co., Ltd (Civil action of public interest on ecology and environment protection)

9. Friends of Nature Environmental Research Institute of Chaoyang District, Beijing v. Jiangsu * Power Generation Co., Ltd (Civil action of public interest on air pollution)

10. Judicial confirmation on the Agreement of Ecology and Environment Damage Compensation between Haibei Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture Ecological Environment Bureau and * Demonstration Aquaculture Ranch Co., Ltd in Haiyan County
11. Chen * Hai v. * Bureau of Pinggu District, Beijing Municipality (Administrative action on Great Wall protection related punishment)

12. The People's Procuratorate in Jiulongpo District, Chongqing v. * Bureau in Chongqing Jiulongpo District (Administrative action of public interest on omission in performing the statutory duty of protecting ancient trees)

13. Wuzhou * Environmental Protection Industrial co., Ltd. v. * Bureau in Wuzhou City(Administrative action on punishment) 

14. The People's Procuratorate of Jianhe County, Guizhou Province v. * Bureau of Jianhe County (Administrative action of public interest on omission in performing the statutory duties of collecting compensation fees for soil and water conservation) 
15. Green Home Environmental Science Research Center of Chaoyang District, Beijing v. * energy company in Jiangxi and * coking company in Fengcheng City(Civil enforcement action of public interest on air pollution)

(C) Representative cases of civil disputes over forest resources (released on June 14, 2022)
1. The People's Procuratorate of Lancang County, Yunnan Province v. Wai * (Incidental civil public interest action to the criminal action on destroying the forest for planting tea)

2. The People's Procuratorate of Lianyungang Economic and Technological Development Zone, Jiangsu Province v. three individuals including Yang * Mei et al. (Incidental civil public interest action to the criminal action on forest fires)

3. China * Foundation v. People's Government of * Town in Xinzheng City of Henan Province and Villagers Committee of * Village in Xinzheng City et al. (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

4. The People's Procuratorate of Suichang County, Zhejiang Province v. Ye * Cheng (Advance enforcement Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

5. The Second Branch of the People's Procuratorate of Chongqing Municipality v. Zhang * Feng and Zhao * Hui (Civil action of public interest on damaging the environment of the Yangtze River Shelterbelt)

6. * Villagers Committee in Muling City, Heilongjiang Province v. Chang* Chun (Civil action on contract disputes over barren mountain management in black soil area)

7. Yang * Jia v. * Villagers Committee and * The Second Villagers’ Group in Anlong County, Guizhou Province (Civil action on disputes over forestry contract)

8. Fifty-four individuals, including An * Tang, v. * Villagers Committee in Wutai County, Shanxi Province, and third parties, Guo * Hua and Zhang * Ru (Disputes over the confirmation of the validity of forest land contract)

9. Jiangxi * Rural Commercial Bank Co., Ltd v. five individuals including Chen * Zhen (Civil action on disputes over forest resource loan guarantee contract)
10. Hubei * Forestry Science and Technology Co., Ltd v. China * Property Insurance Co., Ltd (Civil action on disputes over forest insurance contract)

(D) Representative cases on people's courts’ punishment on crimes of illegal mining of mineral resources (released on July 1, 2022)
1. Action against Zhang * Shan, et al for illegal mining of sand
2. Action against Shanxi * Energy Investment Group Co., Ltd. and Chen * Zhi et al. for illegal coal mining
3. Action against Zhang * Sheng et al. for illegal quarrying
4. Action against Xie * Jun et al. for illegal mining of gulch-gold
5. Action against Miao * Lin and Guo * Jing for illegal exploitation of rare earths
6. Action against Song * You for illegal mining of sand
7. Action against Wang * et al. for illegal exploitation of peat soil

8. Action against Wang * Zhang and Kang * Chuan et al. for illegal mining of sand
9. Action against * Service Department in Qitai County and Lin * Bin for illegal mining of gold mines
10. Action against Yan * Yang and Yan * Hu for illegal exploitation of pebbles

(E) Representative cases of judicial protection of biodiversity (released on December 5, 2022)
1. Action against eleven individuals including Zhai * Tao for the illegal purchase, transportation and sale of precious wild animals
2. Action against Dai * for smuggling precious animal products
3. Action against Sun * Yan for endangering precious and endangered wild animals
4. Action against Shen * Fa for endangering precious and endangered wild animals
5. Action against Ma * Me for illegal hunting and killing of precious and endangered wild animals under special state protection
6. Action against Tian * Yang and Shen * Xian for endangering the plants under special state protection
7. Action against Lin * Fu and Yan * Gao for obstructing animal and plant epidemic prevention and quarantine activities

8. Action against Ze * Jia for committing arson negligently

9. The Third Branch of the People's Procuratorate of Shanghai municipality v. six individuals including Jiang * Cheng (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

10. The People's Procuratorate of Qingdao City, Shandong Province v. * Art Appreciation Center in Laoshan District, Qingdao City (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

11. The People's Procuratorate of Zhuzhou City, Hunan Province v. Chen * Yun and Luo * Ling (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

12. Source Enthusiast Environment Research Institute in Fengtai District, Beijing v. * Port Economic Development Co., Ltd in Shizhu Tujia Autonomous County et al. (Civil action of public interest on ecological damage)

13. Tao * Gao v. Zhang * and Fu * Shun (Civil action on disputes over forest sales contracts)

14. Gu * Hong v. Fishery Administration Detachment of Fangchenggang City (Fishery administrative action on administrative punishment decision)

15. The People's Procuratorate of Wudang District of Guiyang City v. * Natural Resources Bureau of Guiyang City (Administrative action of public interest on negligence in performing administrative duties)









� The Sichuan High People's Court issued the Opinions on the Construction of the Working Mechanism of the Button Court in the Tuojiang River Basin and the Measures for the Assessment of the Work of the Button Court in the Tuojiang River Basin, which aim to promote the "N buttons" in the tributaries of the Tuojiang River to realize the "6+N" pairing mechanism of the Button Court based on the six pairs of pairing courts established across administrative regions along the Tuojiang River.





